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In our divided world, the way to determine which side someone is 

on is to ask them where they stand on a given controversial issue. 
From that one question, we are then able to label that person as either 
‘one of us’ or ‘one of them.’ This approach is not helpful. 

 
As human beings, we are complex beings. We all stand in different 

places on different issues based on our upbringings and life experiences. 
To further complicate matters, we may even change our minds on 
issues throughout the course of our lives. To label anyone as ‘one of us’ 
or ‘one of them,’ therefore, is to miss out on the richness of life. Life 
should be more than where we stand on certain issues. It should be 
lived and enjoyed, open to change and growth. 

 
Fr. Gregory Boyle, in his book Tattoos on the Heart, offers us an 

alternative way of approaching life. He writes, “the strategy of Jesus is 
not centered in taking the right stand on issues, but rather in standing 
in the right place.” (72) This shift in emphasis from issues to place is 
very insightful. We do not have to figure out the right answers to all 
the issues once and for all. Being a follower of Jesus is just more about 
learning to stand in the right place. 

 
In our First Reading from the book of Exodus, God did not tell 

Moses where to stand on issues, but reminded him where he was 
standing. God said, “remove your sandals from your feet, for the place 



you stand is holy ground.” On that holy ground, God revealed God’s 
identity as ‘I Am who Am.’  

 
As religious people who believe in God, our primarily 

responsibility is to create holy ground. Holy ground is a space where 
God’s presence and mystery are experienced. It is a place of dignity and 
respect. It is a place of welcome, acceptance, and empowerment. It is a 
place where we know we are children of God and invite others to 
occupy that same space. Secular ground, on the other hand, is full of 
noise, violence, and hatred. It is a place where people talk past each 
other and quite literally trample others underfoot. It is a place where 
important issues for discussion and dialogue are turned into 
controversial issues for division and debate.  

 
Too many places in our world today are like the ground in our 

Gospel today in which the fig tree was planted but could not bear fruit. 
The ground was not nurturing and supporting the plant’s well-being. 
We should be like the gardener in the parable, who said to the owner 
of the orchard, “sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the 
ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future.” The 
gardener was willing to change the ground. 

 
Religious people are called to turn the secular ground into sacred 

ground. Am I more concerned about taking the right stand on issues or 
about standing in the right place? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let us pray for more sacred spaces 

and holy ground in our world. With God’s grace, may we work to 
create these places, then remove our sandals like Moses and stand 
upon it. 


